
recently claimed with a great flourish of trumpets by Dr. Semeleder, and of cancers by Dr.
NefteL, is sufficiently evident.",.
While I do not approve of Dr. Semeleder's mode of presentation, still, if the speaker will

consult the records of his own gynaecological association, he will find that Dr. Mundé's late
paper relates cases of positive cures. While, also, I do not know personally anything of
Dr. Neftel's cures, I do know that Dr. Muzzy, of Cincinnati, personally assured me that his
reported case of cancer of the hand was cured. We quote further : " With reference to the
so-called electrolytic treatment of fibroids by Dr. Cutter, it should be known that his bat-
tery is universally admitted by electro-therapeutists to be so constructed as to produce no

appreciable electrolytic action ; so that if any electric current is transmitted by him it is cer-

tainly not electrolytic, but more probably caustic." Dr. Webber said in substance that the
Cutter battery did not produce electricity enough to act through a thin layer of water. I
have nothing to say but to quote history.
In the Southern Clinic, Richmond, Va., January, 1879, is a contribution by Dr. A.C.

Garratt, of Boston, entitled Electricity employed by a New Method in Gynaecology, read
before the Gynaecological Society of Boston, June 13, 1878. Page 127, line three, reads:
" Now are we not in a position to assume the main fact in question, that such one-cell cur-
rent does actually pass through fibrous matter when between such electrodes and not only
one inch, but through many inches of it, whether alive, moist and warm, or bloodless, dead,
or cold t This we can demonstrate before you. So observe that while this one-celled cur-

rent is steadily working through four or five inches of fibrous meat, just taken from
the refrigerator, the galvanometer needle is deflected and held at ninety degrees. It is
shown again,you see, by the resistance tremble in the rheostat; also by this coagulation of
albumen ; also by the black cloud growing in this white iodized starch ; and as I assure

you it is seen by twitchings of muscles." The witnesses of this record are the members of
this society who saw the above..
Last May I reported the following case to the American Medical Association : November

16, 1878. Mrs. M., Cambridge. Present Drs. Garratt and Warner, of Boston, Wheeler
and Weeks, of Chelsea, Marcy, Norris, and Maeder, of Cambridge, Bartlett, of Woburn,
and myself. The carbon electrode was introduced into the large fibroid through the abdom-
inal walls. The zinc was introduced through the rectum. Current passed four minutes.
Dr. Garratt intercalated a galvanometer, and the needle was deflected one hundred and sev-

enty degrees.
In the New York Medical Record, March 17, 1879, page 162, column two, line forty-seven,

Dr. George M. Beard writes : " The method adopted by Drs. Kimball and Cutter has been
criticised in an article in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal by my friends Drs.
Webber, of Boston, and Hutchinson, of Providence. Dr. Webber suggested that only
heating effects could be obtained, and there would be no electrolysis at all when a large cell
was connected with a solid fibroid in the method of Drs. Kimball and Cutter. This criticism
is doubly incorrect."
In a paper on Sprague's galvanometer, read to the Illinois State Medical Society, May,

1878, Dr. David Prince proved that it had a current, alluding to Drs. Webber and Hutchin-
son. Drs. Semeleder, Louis Eisberg, J. J. Caldwell affirm the same. Also Prof. Moses G.
Farmer. About one year ago I demonstrated a current with my battery No. 1 to the Suf-
folk District Society, through four inches of beef. To me this subject has the flavor of a
dead issue.
In closing, Case XVII., operated on thrice in November, 1878, reported as reduced one

half, was examined October, 1879, and the tumor was found to have entirely disappeared.
94 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass., October 29, 1879.

UNUSUAL VOMITING.
Mr. Editor,—I was called, September 26th, to attend a young lady, A. M. C, aged

twenty-four years, a domestic, for vomiting. Upon my arrival, the family informed me
that she had been vomiting bile for eighteen hours. She was greatly depressed, and her
condition excited a good deal of alarm. Bismuthi subnit., potass, brom., hydg. cum creta,
ammo, mur., etc., were prescribed as she would bear them, and after four days she was able
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to retain a little nourishment. There was no pain until October 1st, and then she was

attacked with a severe cramp in the region of the sternal end of the last rib ; next day
extreme tenderness followed. This state of things lasted for five days, and vomiting again
set in. The substance vomited was about one half a cupful of pus mixed with blood, very
offensive. The next day pain and soreness began to diminish, and convalescence com-

menced, but she continued to expectorate rusty sputa for a number of days. No cough.
I could detect no dullness or râles in any part of the lungs.
I would like to hear from some of the readers of the Journal of any like experience and

result, and if any one would like a more minute description will gladly give it.
J. G. Pierce.Freeport, Me., October 24, 1879.

THE ADMISSION OF WOMEN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

Mr. Editor,
—

Having been one of those present at the October meeting of the councilors
of the Massachusetts Medical Society, when the question of admitting women to examination
by the censors for admission to membership, I must confess that I read with surprise the
editorial in the Journal of the week. That a majority of forty-eight to thirty-two, one half
of the whole number of the minority, one fifth of the aggregate vote, should be called small
seemed to me either excessively unfair or very careless. Then the assumption of superiority
pervading the tone of the article, announcing that if the majority did not reverse their action
they would be disgraced, and asserting as an undoubted fact that the society at large would
reverse the action of their council. Whereas the very report, in consequence of which this
vote of the council was taken, shows seventy-one per cent, favorable to the admission of
properly qualified women to full membership in the Massachusetts Medical Society, as

shown by the replies from the society at large to a circular addressed to them by the Mid-
dlesex District Medical Society.

Then, again, with regard to the fears expressed for the endangered modesty of the Fel-
lows, the writer of the article fails to perceive any danger of immodesty from conversation
with females upon delicate subjects who are not practitioners of medicine, whereas it seems
to me that the admission of women to the practice of medicine would tend to diminish the
amount of conversation between those of different sexes upon such subjects.

Then, still again, as to the fear expressed of loss of scientific status, I do not see that
the Medical Society of New York has suffered in its scientific reputation because it has
admitted women to membership, and has been even presided over at its meetings by Mrs.
Jacobi, who received a Boylston prize for a very valuable paper on menstruation, in compe-
tition with several other very able papers on the same subject. The medical societies of
North Carolina and Rhode Island have also admitted women to membership, and I have not

yet seen this fact spoken of as any indication of their scientific decadence. That there
should be a difference of opinion upon this as upon almost every other new subject is to be
expected, but it does not seem decorous in a medical journal to set up its opinion as so very
conclusive in speaking of the action of a large majority of the chosen councilors of the
medical society of the State.

.

S. Cabot.
[The above is perhaps a fair sample of the sort of argument to which we are accustomed

from the woman side of the question ; as to the charge of discourtesy in our editorial, we

think we can safely leave the two articles to the judgment of our readers. It will be ob-
served, however, that our argument has hardly been touched upon.

—

Ed.]
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